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    A Visual Guide to Choosing  
Chart Types 

I Want 
To Show 

25% 

40% 
30% 

20% 
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Donut Chart Stacked Column Chart 

< 4 Categories 

Use a Pie Chart 

4+ Categories 

Use a  Bar Chart 

Gains and Losses 

Use a Waterfall Chart Use a Box Plot 

Across Multiple Variables 

Use an XY Chart 

Across a Single Variable 

Use a Histogram 

OR OR 

Across Quartiles 

Bubble Chart 

OR 

For a Single Category For Multiple Categories For Multiple Series Performance vs. Target Across Many  Items 

Use a Line Chart Use a  Line Chart Use a Combination Chart 

Column  Chart 
OR 

Use an XY Chart 

Bubble Chart 

OR 

Across a Few Items 

Use a Clustered Column  

Use an Area Chart 

Use a Thermometer Chart 

Combination Chart 

OR OR 


